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which had imprisoned him. Careful enquiry was made as to
whether this assassination was connected with the recent
murder of the Chief Justice at Calcutta; possibly there may
have been some indirect connection, though no clue to it was
ever discovered.

At this time I was in Calcutta, as Financial Member in the
Council of which Sir John Strachey was temporarily President,
during the absence of the Governor-General. One afternoon
Strachey sent me a message asking me to come and see him
quickly. On entering his room, I found our other colleagues
coming also; he said that a cypher telegram had just been
received which was being deciphered, but which abeady
showed that something serious had happened to Lord Mayo.
We all stood round watching while the telegram was being
deciphered, and word after word was spelt out completing the
melancholy tale. The necessary steps were immediately taken to
carry on the Government without the slightest interruption, and
Strachey assumed, by law, the Governor-Generalship, until the
coming of Lord Napier from Madras, who as senior Governor of a
Presidency, became, under the Statute, Governor-General pend-
ing the arrival of the person who might be appointed to succeed
Lord Mayo. The public grief was manifested in every form
and manner; there was much excitement among several dis-
affected classes among the Natives of Calcutta, though no overt
sign of it was allowed by them to appear. The strictest precautions
were adopted to guard against any fresh attempt being made
on the life of any prominent European, inasmuch as the
occurrence of two very notable assassinations within four
months was calculated to give rise to a murderous impulse
which, if once started, might spread like an infection.

A few days afterwards the corpse of Lord Mayo arrived by
ship, and was escorted from the landing-place to Government
House for two miles by a long procession of all the European
notables of Calcutta on foot. The concourse of Native spec-
tators was vast, and at Government House the cortege was re-
ceived by the European troops together with the Calcutta
Volunteer Eifles. He was borne in his coffin up the flight